
Ribbon Spread

CONTENT AREA

Content/Theme Week: Week 7/Games & Magic

Grade Levels: All Ages

Time Needed: Video runtime + practice time
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MATERIALS

1 Deck of playing cards

PROCEDURE

Grip the deck with your index finger on the long side of the 
deck, your thumb on the short side of the deck, and your other 
three fingers on the opposite short side of the deck.

Place the deck down slightly to the side of you. If you are 
holding the deck in your right hand, place it to the left. If you 
are holding it in your left hand, place it to the right. This will 
give you room to spread the cards to the side.
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Spread the cards by moving your hand to the side as your index 
finger drags along the long side of the deck. The slight pressure 
from your hand and finger is what makes the cards spread out 
one by one. Try increasing or decreasing the amount of 
pressure you use to see what gets the best spread for you.

Once you master the basic ribbon spread, you can try a ribbon 
spread turnover! A ribbon spread turnover is a ribbon spread 
that gets flipped over and moves like a wave of cards.

BONUS DETAILS: RIBBON SPREAD TURNOVER
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2 Start by doing a basic ribbon spread. Once you are done, 
instead of gathering the cards into a pile, reach your fingers 
slightly under the bottom card from your spread. Carefully lift 
the bottom card up and to the side - like you are turning a page 
in a book. This should bring up the card next to it creating a 
domino-like effect. Keep moving your hand to the side to guide 
the wave of cards to the end. Instead of just moving the wave in 
one direction, see if you can get the wave to move back and 
forth!

Tip: To do the ribbon spread turnover you will need a ribbon 
spread where the cards are not spaced out too much and the 
spacing between each card needs to be very similar.
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Once youʼve mastered the ribbon spread turnover, try using a card 
to move the wave once you pick it up instead of your finger. Instead 
of just moving the wave in one direction, see if you can get the wave 
to move back and forth!

BONUS CHALLENGE: SURFING JOKER
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