
Riffle Shuffle

CONTENT AREA

Content/Theme Week: Week 7/Games & Magic

Grade Levels: All Ages

Time Needed: Video runtime + practice time
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MATERIALS

1 Deck of playing cards

PROCEDURE

Separate the deck into two stacks. The halves should be as close 
to equal as possible.

1

2 Gripping the two halves: Grip one half in each hand using 
your thumb on one of the short edges of the deck and your 
middle finger and ring finger on the opposite short edge. Your 
index finger and pinky will rest on the long edges of the deck 
near your middle and ring fingers.
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3

4

Bending The Cards: This shuffle works by riffling the cards off 
of your thumbs one at a time. This is done by bending the cards 
slightly so they become very tense and want to snap back into 
shape like a spring. Adjust your index finger so that it is curled 
onto the back of the packet of cards, or keep it straight on the 
long edge of the deck - choose whichever method is easier for 
you. Push down on the cards with your index finger while 
bending up with your thumb.

Shuffling The Two Halves Together: Once both halves are 
bent and ready to spring off of your thumb, bring your hands 
near each other with your thumbs near each other. Keep 
increasing pressure with your index fingers and bending up with 
your thumbs until the cards riffle off and into each other. Try to 
riffle both halves at the same time to get a good shuffle.
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The bridge is a common add-on to the riffle shuffle that straightens 
the cards out after being bent from the shuffle by bending them in 
the opposite direction.

BONUS: HOW TO DO THE BRIDGE

1 After you complete a riffle shuffle curl your fingers under the 
outer short edges of the cards.
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2 Move your thumbs to the long edges in the middle where the 
cards overlap- this is to stop the cards from springing up into 
your face when you do the bridge (it does not matter which 
thumb goes to which of the two corners).

3

4

Curl your fingers in as your hands turn and bend the cards into 
an upside-down “U” shape while keeping your thumbs on top of 
the cards.

Slowly uncurl your fingers while keeping your hands in place. 
This should start to release the cards and make the bridge 
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